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AMERICA’S NEW VIETNAM?
by Karl Grosman (Permanent Press: $10.95; 227 pp.)

SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA
by James MeGianis (Orbis Books: $7.95; 162 pp.)

passion than information. Neither
will be of use to the general reader

who wants to learn the basics about
Nicaragua and the roots of ity
revolution. Both books are aimed at
people already convinced that
Reagan’s effort to overthrow the
Sandinista

icaraguans.
McGinnis' book is also not as
completely oriented to politics as it
might at first sound, for the author
.is a devout Christian, and his
writing is infused with references
o prayer, meditation and even

\
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fasting that may put off non-reli-
| jers. But McGinnis’ dest
wpmrdmbehebwmmma
meaningful way is 50 sincere that it
COmEs 8CT08S a8 constructive, rath-
er than simply naive. At least
McGinnis’ for

proposals dealing
with Nicaragua are more charitable
than those espoused by some of the
more strident spokesmen for the
religious right in this country.
Karl Grossman’s book, on the
other hand, is & quickie tract
written by an activist-journalist
who ran off to Ni chasing a
hot story and eouldn’t quite find it.
Grossman’s disagreement with
the Reagan Administration policies
is clear from the start, which has
him arriving in Honduras |

- for and U.S. military
o advises o be”claim b an

recognize by shoe styles. The book
is written with a breathless “I-
was-there” that may be
explained by the fact that Gross-
man is an anchorman for a televi-

_ sion station in New York.

Not least among the book’s faults
is the fact that it is badly organized,
reading as if Grossman simply
transcribed his notes upon his
return, then supplied chapter
headings wherever he thought
they would be convenient. Only a
chapter on the history of U.S.-Nic-
araguan relations, which provides a
concise summary of that sad story,
is worth reading. But that is not
enough to recommend this book to
anyone except readers who can't

get enough about Nicaragua.

Times editorial writer Del Oimo
specializes in Latin America.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000503980013-6




